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New York, 4 September 2019

Joint Media Release

Fédération Francaise de Tennis
Japan Tennis Association

Conclusion of a New Enhanced Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation
between France and Japan

1. The Fédération Francaise de Tennis (FFT) and the Japan Tennis Association (JTA)
concluded a new enhanced memorandum of understanding on cooperation (MOU) in
New York on 4 September, in the presence of FFT President Bernard Giudicelli and
JTA Vice President Toshiro Sakai. The new MOU will be valid for a period of 3 years
starting from the date of signature. The conclusion of the new MOU followed bilateral
cooperation in tennis between the two federations over the past three years, rooted in
the MOU concluded in September 2016.

2. The first MOU provided the opportunity for Japan to develop Japanese players through
the exchange of expertise on tennis development. Japan made valuable contributions
to the FFT programme, supporting the Roland-Garros Junior tournaments by
organizing its wild card junior events in Japan. Looking towards Tokyo 2020 and Paris
2024, the FFT and the JTA agreed that the potential impact of FFT-JTA cooperation
necessitates reinforcing the institutional framework for cooperation.

3. The FFT and the JTA will take every opportunity to promote and honour their respective
culture and values as well as major international sporting events. The creation of the
Francophone tennis federations association (A2FT) on 31 May during the 2019 Roland-
Garros will offer an opportunity to implement a trilateral cooperation between Japan,
France, and other francophone federations belonging to this association.

4. Japan and France share common values and should work together on their commitment
to major policy issues, including the promotion of integrity in sport and gender equality,
the prevention of climate change, and the protection of the Olympic values.

5. Concrete projects now envisaged under the new MOU include:

a. Joint camp of juniors at the National Training Centers in Tokyo and Paris.

b. Collaboration in the fields of officiating and coach education.

c. Sharing of information regarding tennis and common values promotion
(elementary school project, senior tennis, new business model, branding,
assistance for developing countries through tennis, gender equality in and through
tennis, ethics, protecting the environment etc.).

For further information
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